
Bass Lake Association Meeting 
Saturday, August 18, 2012 
 
Present:  Marilyn Carlson, John Carlson, Bob Steele, Martha Steele, Susan Hobbs, Roger 
Meland, Curt Pohl, Sandra Pohl, Marilyn Bloom, Charissa Bloom, Levi Bloom, Isaiah Bloom, 
Eliana Bloom, Judy McGoldrick, Bill McGoldrick, Michael Blassey, Bill Stanley, Terri Stanley, Paul 
Linder, Cynde Linder, Mark Anderson, Jodi Anderson, Jessica Anderson, Phil Stanley, Randy 
Patee, Val Ruttenberg, Cy Pattee, Jack Mankowski, Linda Mankowski 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Carlson.  Introduction of officers were 
made.  Special thanks were given to:  Catherine McGoldrick and Michael Blassey for distributing 
the flyers to all the households on the lake;  Susan Hobbs for the signs posted on the roadway 
and to Terry and Bill Stanley for providing the coffee, lemonade, dinnerware, tablecloths and 
for organizing the setup.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance on 5/19/12   $1,082.21 
    Dues collected    $   180.00 
    Expenses (LARA Membership) $     25.00 
    Balance on 8/18/12   $1,237.21 
The minutes of the 5-19-12 Meeting were approved as printed. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
30 Lakes Watershed District (Michael Blassey):  Michael attends the meetings that are held 
once a month.  He emphasized the importance of this organization as it is financed by our 
taxes.  One of the board members lives on our lake—Mark Young of the Pinecrest Resort.  It 
was recommended that Tasha Lauer of the watershed district office be invited to speak at the 
Spring Meeting about all the programs available.   That suggestion was met with favorable 
response. 
 
LARA (Susan Hobbs):  Susan attended a meeting on 8/15.  Two speakers were featured on the 
topic of grants.  A $600 grant is available for native plants, but the lake association would need 
to match funds.  The motto of LARA is “Preserve, protect and enhance”.  A speaker from Lake 
Hubert described the ice cream social that was held.  It might be something to think about for 
next year for Bass Lake.  It was, also, noted that a lake association hired a DNR person to 
monitor a lake access.  Special attention should be made to observe docks and boatlifts as they 
are brought in for invasive aquatic species.  Dock installers need to be certified under the new 
regulations.  Make sure friends and relatives that visit know the new guidelines. 
 
Roger Meland spoke about Minnesota Land Trust.  An effort is being made in Aitkin, Crow Wing 
and Cass counties to encourage private land owners to create a legacy of conservation.  No 
development is allowed.  The minimum land requirement is five acres and 400 feet of 
lakeshore.  The main purpose is to keep the shore land pristine.  Once the property is put into a 



trust, the owner still must pay property taxes, but has access to the land for fishing and 
hunting.  Contact Roger by phone or email if you need more information. 
 
Michael Blassey informed the group of the trails being developed next to the Mission Park.  
Mission Township purchased 200 acres adjacent to the park.  Trails covering 3.8 miles have 
been cleared in a 12 foot width and a map is in process of being made.  The trails are for non-
motorized usage only.  It is hoped that the trails will be groomed for cross country skiing.   
 
Water Quality (Catherine McGoldrick):  Catherine emphasized the need to monitor docks and 
boatlifts as they are being taken out for invasive species.  Water transparency continues to be 
good.  Information is displayed on the MPCA website and it is interesting to see how our lake 
compares to other lakes.  A link will be posted on our website.  We have about 15 years of data.  
Catherine stressed how important it is to keep our lake healthy. 
 
Clothing Line (Terri Stanley):  T-shirt designs will be distributed. 
 
Membership Directory (Terri Stanley):  Make sure all information is correct.  Terri asked if there 
is any additional information that is needed.  She would like to see the ages of the children 
(birthdates would eliminated the need to change every year) and dog names and breeds added 
to each family’s information.   
 
As no nominations were made at the spring meeting for the position of Secretary/Treasurer, 
nominations were solicited from the members present.  Duties include preparing and 
distributing communications regarding meetings and membership, collecting dues and 
maintaining financial records.  It was emphasized that the term is only two years which 
translates to only four meetings and help is always available.  It is very important to involve 
new people with fresh ideas.  No nominations were received.   
 
Old Business 
 
Martha Steele reported on her discussion with the DNR regarding additional signage at the 
public access.  Although it was not entirely discouraged, it was compared to have two stop signs 
at an intersection.  The DNR manager stated that it would be better for us to save our funds for 
battling possible invasive species.  Motion was made and seconded to drop pursuing a sign 
sponsored by the association.  Motion passed. 
 
Martha Steele announced that a website had been developed for the lake association.  The 
address is http://basslakeassociation.weebly.com.  It is definitely a work in progress and all 
suggestions and ideas are welcome.  In addition, Bass Lake Association now has its own email 
address:  bla180256@gmail.com.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Steele, Secretary/Treasurer 

http://basslakeassociation.weebly.com/
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